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| Disposition of Claims 

4) 0 Claim(s) 12-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) 12-17 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/058,443 
Art Unit: 1722 

DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Applicant has not complied with one or more conditions for receiving the benefit 
of an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120 as follows: 

This application is Calming the benefit of a prior filed nonprovisional application 
(PCT/EP99/00286) under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121 , or 365(c). Copendency between the 
current application and the prior application is required. However, copendency has no, 
been achieved, in order for copendency to be achieved the filing date of the parent 
application, 09/642,390, must be within 30 months of the fling of the parent 
application, DE19803361 .1 . 09/642,390 was ffled on 8/18/2000, which is 30 months 
and 20 days after the filing o. DE DE19803361.1 . Since the filing dale o, 09/642,390 is 
m0 re than 30 months pas. the priority date, PCT/EP99/00286 was abandoned before 
filing of the US case and copendency was not achieved. 

Since copendency has no. been achieved, the effective filing date of the present 
application is 8/18/2000. Therefore, publication DE19803362A1 , which was published 
on 8/5/1999 is eligible as prior art under 35USC102(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
States. 



Application/Control Number: 10/058,443 Pa 9 e 3 

Art Unit: 1722 

3. Claims 12-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Klotzer 
(DE19803362A1). 

Klotzer teaches an apparatus having an extruder equipped with a metering 
apparatus and heating elements to form a polymer melt, the extruder having a cylinder 
connected via a first melt pump to a die for extrusion, an injection stage before the first 
melt pump, a heat exchanger located between the first melt pump and the die to form a 
second mixing stage, a second melt pump located upstream from the die; the heat 
exchanger is equipped with a mixer; the mixer is a static mixer; the injection stage has 
metering pumps that are connected via hollow needles and plates so as to be in fluid 
communication with the cylinder of the extruder; the metering pumps are equipped with 
coolable pump heads and the die is configured as a wide-slit nozzle. 

References of Interest 

4. Shalaby et al (5,847,01 2) and Kesting (3,957,651 ) are cited of interest to show 
the state of the art. 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph S. Del Sole whose telephone number is (703) 
308-6295. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 
A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiners 
supervisor, Ms. Wanda Walker, can be reached at (703) 308-0457. The official fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9310 for non-after finals and (703) 872-931 1 for after finals. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0661. " ^~/\ 




/ ROBERT DAVIS 

!t ? 4 ?om PRIMARY EXAMINER 

July 24, 2003 group wee 



